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Age of Exploration 
Arade between Europe and Asia had been 
ongoing since 130 BCE 
when the Han Dynasty of China (202 
BCE - 220 CE) opened the routes known 
in the modern day as the Silk Route. 
 
• Although there were contentions over 
these routes through the years, and different 
monarchies or tribes took control of them in 
whole or in part, they remained open, and 
goods traveled back and forth along them 
until the fall of the Byzantine Empire to the 
Ottomans in 1453; afterwards, the 
Ottoman Empire closed the Silk Road to 
the West. 
• SO EUROPEANS WERE LOOKING 
FOR NEW TRADE ROUTES FOR 
EAST (INDIA, CHINA, JAPAN ETC.)
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Treaty of Tordesillas 
 
• Word of Columbus's exploits spread quickly, sparking the Western European exploration, conquest, 
and colonization of the Americas. 
• After the final Reconquista of Iberia, the Treaty of Tordesillas was ratified by the Pope, the two 
kingdoms of Castile (in a personal union with other kingdoms of Spain) and Portugal in 
1494. 
• The treaty divided the entire non-European world into two spheres of exploration and colonization.

Mesoamerican civilizations 
 

• These Indigenous civilizations are credited with many inventions: 
building pyramid-temples, mathematics, astronomy, medicine, writing, 
highly accurate calendars, fine arts, intensive agriculture, engineering, an 
abacus calculator, and complex theology. 
• They also invented the wheel, but it was used solely as a toy. In 
addition, they used native copper, silver and gold for metalworking.
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The Great Cycle 
 

Kin = 1 Day. 
Uinal = 20 kin = 20 days. 

Tun = 18 uinal = 360 days. 
Katun= 20 tun = 360 uinal = 7,200 days. 

Baktun = 20 katun = 400 tun = 7,200 uinal= 144,000 days. 
The kin, tun, and katun are numbered from 0 to 19; the uinal are numbered from O to 

17; and the baktun are numbered from 1 to 13. 
The Long Count has a cycle of  13 baktuns, which will be completed 1.872.000 days (13 baktuns) after 0.0.0.0.0. 

This period equals 5125.36 years and is referred to as the Great Cycle of  the Long 
Count.
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The funeral of  one Tarascan king is described in the 
Relación where the dead ruler's entourage are sacrificed to 

accompany him in the land of  the dead - 40 male slaves his 
seven favourite female slaves, his cool, wine-bearer, toilet 

attendant and lastly, the doctor who had failed to prevent his 
death.
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